
Firmata is a protocol that allows a computer to control and communicate with an Arduino
microcontroller via a serial connection. By uploading the Firmata firmware to the microcontroller,
you can use external software (e.g., Isadora, TouchDesigner, Max/MSP and Processing) to control
hardware without needing to write and upload specific Arduino sketches for each task. It simplifies
prototyping and supports various programming languages but may not be ideal for time-sensitive
applications and is heavy on resources.

More information on the firmata protocol can be found here: https://github.com/firmata/protocol
See also https://jmarsico.github.io/rsma2019/tutorials/td_arduino/
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